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TAXONOMY & ANATOMY 

The African elephant belongs to 
the Elephantidae family and is the 
largest terrestrial mammal on 
Earth, characterized by massive 
ears shaped like the African 
continent and a long, muscular 
trunk. Anatomically, this trunk 
contains over one hundred 
thousand muscles, acting as a 
nose, arm, and communication 
tool. They possess thick, wrinkled 
grey skin that retains moisture to 
cool the body, alongside prominent 
ivory tusks which are elongated 
incisor teeth that grow 
continuously throughout their 
lifespan. 

HABITAT 

These massive mammals inhabit a 
diverse range of ecosystems 
across Sub-Saharan Africa, 
showing a strong adaptability to 
tropical rainforests, dry savannas, 
deserts, and dense river valleys. 
They require vast home ranges 
that provide access to reliable 
freshwater sources and abundant 
woody vegetation. As 
environmental engineers, they 
actively reshape their habitats by 
knocking down trees and digging 
water holes, creating new 
ecological spaces for countless 
smaller savannah species. 

DIET  

As mega-herbivores, their diet 
consists entirely of tree bark, 
leaves, roots, fruits, and native 
grasses, consuming up to one 
hundred and fifty kilograms of 
vegetation daily. Lacking an 
efficient digestive system, they 
process only half of what they eat, 
requiring them to spend nearly 
eighteen hours a day foraging. 
They use their strong tusks to peel 
nutritious bark from tree trunks.

AFRICAN ELEPHANT 
Lifespan: 60 to 70 years in the wild. 

Weight: 4,000 to 7,000 kg (4 to 7 tons). 

Body Measures: 3.2 to 4 meters in shoulder height. 

INTRODUCTION 
The African elephant is the ultimate icon of the 
wild savanna, a majestic and highly intelligent 
giant that commands absolute respect across 
the African continent. Renowned among field 
biologists for its deep emotional complexity and 
immense environmental impact, this 
extraordinary mammal bridges the gap 
between raw landscape-shaping power and 
delicate family bonds, living a life entirely 
dictated by ancient matriarchal wisdom. 
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ETHOLOGY AND 
TEMPERAMENT 

In terms of temperament and 
In terms of temperament and 
daily ethology, the African 
elephant is a deeply social 
and cooperative herd animal 
that displays an empathetic 
but fiercely protective nature 
within its family unit. While 
traveling, their behavior is 
defined by a strict matriarchal 
structure, where the oldest 
and wisest female guides the 
herd along ancestral 
migration routes in search of 
food and water. They display a 
remarkably calm and peaceful 
disposition toward non-
threatening species, using 
low-frequency infrasonic 
rumbles that travel through 
the ground to communicate 
with distant herds miles away. 
Because they possess an 
exceptional memory and high 
emotional intelligence, their 
daily survival patterns are 
highly adapted; they mourn 
their dead, comfort distressed 
calves, and use mud or dust 
baths as a natural sunscreen 
to protect their sensitive skin 
from the brutal African sun. 
On the open plains, they 
exhibit a dominant and 
fearless character only when a 
family member is threatened, 
raising their massive ears, 
trumpeting loudly, and 
executing mock charges to 
deter potential predators 
without initiating physical 
conflict.

BREEDING SEASON 

The breeding season is a highly fluid and unpredictable 
annual affair that can occur year-round, though it 
naturally peaks during the rainy season when food and 
water resources are most abundant. African elephants 
are slow reproducers, with males experiencing a periodic 
physiological state known as musth, where their 
testosterone levels skyrocket, causing aggressive 
behavior and distinct chemical signaling to attract 
females. Before establishing a bond, dominant males 
engage in gentle courtship rituals that involve 
intertwining trunks and nudging the female to test 
reproductive readiness. This complex pairing phase 
requires immense maternal patience, culminating in a 
successful mating before the male departs to find other 
herds. Once successfully bred, the female undergoes a 
grueling gestation period of roughly twenty-two months, 
which represents the longest pregnancy of any land 
mammal, giving birth to a single, large calf. The mother 
shares nursery duties with all the females in the herd, a 
cooperative behavior known as allomothering, ensuring 
constant protection against lions and hyenas. The 
maternal nursing period lasts up to three years, 
requiring an immense energetic investment before the 
juvenile calf achieves complete dietary independence.
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