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ALPACA

Lifespan: 15 to 20 years in the wild.
Weight: 55 to 90 kg.
Body Measures: 80 to 100 cm in shoulder height; 1.2 to 1.5 meters in total length.

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

The alpaca belongs to the
Camelidae family and is a
specialized domestic camelid
characterized by a compact body
and a small, delicate head with
pointed ears. Its most defining
physical trait is a highly dense,
thermal fleece that grows
continuously, lacking the coarse
guard hairs found in other
mammals. Anatomically, they
possess a unique three-chambered
stomach designed for highly
efficient nutrient absorption, and
soft, padded feet with two toes
that minimize soil erosion, unlike
the hard hooves of sheep or cattle.

HABITAT

............................................... INTRODUCTION

These high-altitude herbivores
thrive across the windswept
Andean plateau, specifically

inhabiting marshy wet areas The alpaca is the ultimate symb_ol of the

knovyn as bofedales at elevations Andean peaks, a gentle herd animal

T e thoueand metors atove domesticated thousands of years ago by

sea level. They show a strict ancient South American civilizations. Renowned
preference for extreme, sun- . i . . .
o s e B R T among mountain communities for its incredibly
night temperatures spanning Peru, soft fleece and calm disposition, this

o e o ponded foct extraordinary camelid bridges the gap between
allow them to navigate rocky high-altitude survival and human utility, living
terrain gently without destroying . . . .

the fragile mountain ground a life entirely adapted to the thinnest air on the
vegetation. planet.

DIET

As selective pseudo-ruminants,
their diet consists of native
mountain grasses, sedges, and
soft alpine vegetation. They
possess sharp lower incisors and a
hard dental pad to clip plants
cleanly without pulling out the
roots. Thanks to a low metabolic
requirement, their three-
chambered stomach processes
fibrous mountain grass with
extreme efficiency.
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Lifespan: 15 to 20 years in the wild.
Weight: 55 to 90 kg.
Body Measures: 80 to 100 cm in shoulder height; 1.2 to 1.5 meters in total length.
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ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

In terms of temperament and
daily ethology, the alpaca is a
highly social and deeply
community-oriented herd
animal that displays a
peaceful but cautious nature
in shared territories. While
grazing, their behavior is
defined by strict group
cohesion, relying on collective
vigilance where a single alert
individual can signal the
entire herd to face a potential
threat. They display a
remarkably gentle and non-
aggressive disposition toward
humans, communicating
through an eerie, quiet
humming sound to maintain
contact with one another.
Because they live in open
environments exposed to
predators like pumas and
foxes, their defensive patterns
are highly adapted; they
establish communal dung
piles to keep grazing areas
clean and avoid tracking
parasite scents. On the
pastures, they establish a
clear social hierarchy,
exhibiting a more expressive
character as they use
submissive tail postures,
high-pitched warning brays,
or defensive spitting to
resolve internal disputes and
establish personal boundaries
without causing physical
harm.

www.floofaunes.com

19 luglio 2026

BREEDING SEASON

The breeding season is a highly flexible affair that
occurs throughout the year, though births are naturally
concentrated during the rainy season between
December and March when mountain pasture is
abundant. Alpacas are induced ovulators, meaning the
physical act of mating triggers egg release rather than a
seasonal cycle. Before establishing a bond, males
engage in elaborate courtship behaviors that involve
chasing the female and producing a unique, guttural
vocalization known as orgling to signal readiness. This
complex interaction takes a short time, leading to a
mating position where the female sits on the ground.
Once successfully bred, the female undergoes a grueling
gestation period of roughly eleven and a half months,
carrying a single offspring known as a cria. The mother
shares no nursery duties with the male, enduring a
protective guarding period where she keeps the
newborn close during the warmest hours of the day to
ensure it dries before the freezing mountain night. After
birth, the cria stands within hours, and the mother
fiercely shields it from herd interference, guiding it to
nurse on rich, nutritious milk. The maternal nursing
period lasts several months, requiring an immense
energetic investment before the juvenile reaches
independence.
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