FLOFAUNES

BADGER

Lifespan: 5 to 8 years in the wild (up to 15 years in captivity)
Weight: 7 to 13 kilograms (weights increase significantly in autumn before winter sleep)

Body Measures: Head-to-body length 60 to 90 centimeters, tail length 12 to 20 centimeter

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

As a heavily built terrestrial
member of the carnivoran family
Mustelidae, this mammal is
instantly recognized by its striking
black and white striped face. The
stocky, wedge-shaped body is
covered in coarse grey fur and sits
upon short, powerful legs. Its
sturdy paws are equipped with
long, non-retractile claws perfectly
evolved for extensive digging,
while its small eyes and ears
reflect a predominantly
subterranean lifestyle.

HABITAT

This highly adaptable creature
ranges extensively across Europe

and western Asia, showing a I N T RO D U CTI o N
strong preference for deciduous or

mixed woodlands interspersed
with open pastures. It frequently

colonizes hedgerows, scrublands, QUietly engineering the forest floorl the

traditional orchards, and large Eurasian badger is a masterful subterranean
suburban gardens, provided the . . . . . .

=51l 15 wEllmtleineg, £l Say (9 architect, instantly recognizable by its iconic
excavate. They strictly avoid silver coat and bold facial stripes that navigate
waterlogged fields, deep . . . .
e, Snd o iy the nocturnal wilderness with quiet confidence.

barren alpine environments.

Classified as a generalist
omnivore, its varied diet changes
dynamically with seasonal
availability. Earthworms constitute
the primary food source, often
making up over sixty percent of its
total nutritional intake during wet
periods. It actively supplements
this with large insects, frogs, small
rodents, carrion, seasonal wild
fruits, cereal crops, acorns, and
underground plant tubers.
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FLOFAUNES

ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

Social yet highly secretive,
these nocturnal mammals live
in stable communal groups
called clans, which typically
share a vast, complex
network of underground
tunnels known as a sett.
These ancient burrows feature
numerous entrances,
specialized nesting chambers
lined with dry bedding, and
external latrines used
specifically to mark territorial
boundaries. While generally
peaceful within their own
community, they display fierce
territorial aggression toward
intruding strangers, utilizing
scent glands to communicate
identity and status. They do
not undergo true hibernation
but spend prolonged periods
sleeping inside the sett during
freezing winter weather,
relying entirely on
accumulated body fat.
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BREEDING SEASON

Mating occurs primarily from late winter through
summer, yet the species employs a fascinating
reproductive strategy known as delayed implantation,
ensuring embryos do not attach to the uterine wall until
mid-winter. This physiological mechanism guarantees
that the young are always born during the optimal
spring window, usually around February or March. A
typical litter consists of two to three blind, helpless cubs
that remain safely insulated inside the underground
nesting chamber for at least eight weeks. The mother
provides sole care and nourishment, weaning the cubs
by early summer when they begin learning essential
foraging skills.



http://www.floofaunes.com

	TAXONOMY & ANATOMY
	HABITAT
	DIET
	INTRODUCTION
	ETHOLOGY AND TEMPERAMENT

