FLOFAUNES

BAT

Lifespan: 10 to 19 years in the wild (can occasionally reach over 20 years)

Weight: 11 to 23 grams (females are slightly heavier than males, especially during pregnancy)

Body Measures: Head-to-body length 11 to 13 centimeters, wingspan 32 to 35 centimeters

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

Belonging to the diverse family
Vespertilionidae within the order
Chiroptera, this small mammal
possesses a robust body covered
in long, oily fur ranging from
copper-brown to dark chocolate.
Its highly specialized wings consist
of an elastic, vascularized skin
membrane called the patagium,
which is stretched across
elongated finger bones. The face
features broad, rounded ears with
a short, blunt tragus, paired with a
broad muzzle and exceptionally
sharp, heavy teeth capable of
crushing hard chitinous insect
shells.

HABITAT

This highly resilient nocturnal
species exhibits incredible
ecological plasticity across North
Central, and northern South
America. It thrives in diverse
environments, comfortably shifting
between temperate deciduous
forests, agricultural fields, arid
canyons, and heavily populated
suburban or urban centers. For
roosting, it exploits natural tree
cavities and rock crevices during
summer, while readily occupying
human structures like attics,
barns, and church steeples before
moving to deep caves for winter
torpor.

Operating as a highly efficient
insectivore, its metabolic demands
require it to consume up to half its
body weight in prey every single
night. It specializes in hunting
beetles, utilizing its powerful jaws to
pierce the tough elytra of agricultural
pests like cucumber beetles and
scarabs. The remainder of its
nocturnal diet is supplemented by
leafhoppers, flying ants, moths, flies,
and mosquitoes intercepted mid-air
during rapid foraging flights.
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INTRODUCTION

Mastering the pitch-black night skies with
unparalleled aerial agility and a sophisticated
biological sonar system, the big brown bat
stands as an invaluable nocturnal predator,
safeguarding global ecosystems and
agricultural fields by quietly consuming
thousands of flying insect pests during its
silent, erratic, and highly calculated hunting
patrols.
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FLOFAUNES

ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

This fascinating mammal
relies entirely on an advanced
system of laryngeal
echolocation, emitting high-
frequency ultrasonic
vocalizations through its
mouth to navigate obstacle-
rich environments and
pinpoint moving prey with
millimeter accuracy. During
the warm summer months,
pregnant and lactating
females demonstrate a highly
social nature by gathering
into large, cooperative
maternity colonies containing
up to several hundred
individuals, while adult males
remain strictly solitary or form
small bachelor groups. They
communicate through a
complex repertoire of social
chirps used for roost
squabbles, mother-pup
recognition, and territorial
spacing. As winter approaches
and insect populations
collapse, they enter a state of
deep hibernation or prolonged
torpor, dramatically lowering
their body temperature and
heart rate to conserve vital fat
reserves inside stable, humid
microclimates.
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BREEDING SEASON

The intense mating phase occurs during autumn before
hibernation begins, yet the species utilizes an
extraordinary reproductive strategy known as delayed
ovulation, where the female stores viable sperm inside
her uterus throughout the entire winter survival period.
Fertilization officially takes place only when she emerges
from torpor in the spring, leading to a gestation period
of roughly sixty days before giving birth to one or two
hairless, blind pups in June. The helpless young are
nurtured inside the warm maternity colony, clinging to
their mothers for body heat and relying on rich milk
until their wings develop fully. Within three to four
weeks, the juveniles achieve flight capabilities, begin
practicing basic echolocation, and quickly learn
independent foraging skills before the colony disperses.
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