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BUTTERFLY

Lifespan: 2 to 4 weeks for most species

Weight: 0.003 to 3 grams

Body Measures: 3 mm to 30 cm in wingspan; body length typically ranges from 1 to 5 cm

Body temperature: Between 82.0°F and 100.0°F (27.8°C to 37.8°C), required internally to

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

As a highly specialized flying
insect, this delicate creature
features four scale-covered wings,
a three-part body, and a coiled
feeding tube called a proboscis.
Adult males often display striking
iridescent wing patterns with
pheromone scales, while females
possess slightly duller protective
coloration. It is a prominent
invertebrate possessing compound
eyes and sensitive antennae on its
head, used as a formidable
sensory system.

SC. CLASSIFICATION

This massive diverse insect
belongs to the Insecta class, falls
under the Lepidoptera order, and
is distributed across multiple
families like the Nymphalidae or
Papilionidae family (scientific
name: Rhopalocera).

HABITAT

This highly resilient insect thrives
across the moist wetlands, alpine
meadows, and dense tropical
forest regions of almost every
continent except Antarctica. It
prefers flat, open environments
where abundant sunshine allows it
to warm its body and spot
potential host plants from vast
distances.

The species operates primarily as
a diurnal liquid feeder, consuming
various flower nectars, tree saps,
rotting fruits, and mineral-rich
mud water. To aid in digesting
sugar-rich liquids, it utilizes its
long tubular mouth to siphon
nutrients inside its digestive
system.
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enable flight muscles.

.

INTRODUCTION

The butterfly reigns as the undisputed phantom
and beauty champion of the insect world.
Incapable of generating internal heat but gifted
with the ability to navigate thousands of miles
during migration, this majestic nomad of the
blooming meadows combines ancient
evolutionary traits with bizarre survival
adaptations, fascinating researchers with its
incredible strength, vision, and resilience in
Earth's harshest open environments.
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ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

This solitary insect lives in temporary
home ranges established by territorial
behavior or intense feeding needs. It
displays a cautious but highly elusive
temperament, preferring to take
flight at erratic angles when
threatened but capable of flashing
warning wing colors to predators like
birds if cornered. They spend their
days foraging alone, using highly
coordinated optical vigilance to keep
themselves safe.

FUN FACT

The taste receptors of this creature
are packed on its feet rather than
inside its mouth, allowing it to sample
plants simply by standing on a leaf to
see if it is safe to eat or lay eggs.
Additionally, the old myth that their
wings are covered in colored dust is
false; they merely possess thousands
of tiny, microscopic scales that reflect
light to create beautiful colors.
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BREEDING SEASON

Reproduction occurs mostly during the warm spring
and summer months when territory boundaries are
fiercely defended by courting males. The dominant
male performs aerial dances to court females, who
endure a brief internal egg-development period
before laying a single clutch of 100 to 500 tiny
eggs; twin larvae embryos do not exist, as each
egg yields a single caterpillar. The solitary female
glues her eggs beneath host leaves due to her
fierce survival instinct, while the independent
larvae undergo a complete metamorphosis cycle,
transforming from a pupa into an adult after
several weeks.
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