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TAXONOMY & ANATOMY 

Despite its zebra-like leg stripes, 
this elusive mammal is the only 
living relative of the giraffe. It 
features a deep reddish-brown 
velvet coat that repels water and a 
long, flexible, bluish-black tongue 
used to strip leaves. Males develop 
small, hair-covered horns called 
ossicones, while females have 
distinct hair tufts instead. 

HABITAT 

This solitary herbivore is entirely 
endemic to the dense, canopy-
covered tropical rainforests of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
It strictly requires high-altitude 
river valleys and thick 
undergrowth between five hundred 
and fifteen hundred meters above 
sea level to remain safely hidden. 
It never ventures out into open 
savannas or fragmented 
woodlands. 

DIET  

The species is a specialized diurnal 
browser that feeds on over one 
hundred types of rainforest plants, 
leaves, and fungi. Its prehensile 
tongue easily reaches high 
branches to pull down vegetation, 
including some species known to 
be toxic to humans. It also 
regularly consumes charcoal and 
sulfurous clay from riverbeds to 
obtain essential minerals.

OKAPI 
Lifespan: : 20 to 30 years in the wild (up to 33 years in captivity) 

Weight: 200 to 350 kg (females are generally larger and heavier than males) 

Body Measures: 1.9 to 2.1 meters in total length with a 1.5-meter shoulder height

INTRODUCTION 
The okapi remains one of the most mysterious 
and enchanting ghosts of the African 
rainforests. Undiscovered by the scientific 
world until the early twentieth century, this 
magnificent creature blends the elegance of a 
giraffe with the camouflage of a zebra, 
standing as a living symbol of evolutionary 
uniqueness and deep jungle secrecy. 
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ETHOLOGY AND 
TEMPERAMENT 

This exceptionally shy and 
solitary animal avoids all 
unnecessary contact with 
other individuals, interacting 
briefly only to mate. It 
possesses an incredibly 
cautious and alert 
temperament, relying on its 
oversized ears to detect the 
slightest sound of 
approaching predators like 
leopards. To navigate its 
dense habitat without being 
seen, it uses specialized scent 
glands on its hooves to leave 
chemical trails for territorial 
marking. It communicates 
using low-frequency infrasonic 
vocalizations that remain 
completely undetectable to 
the human ear, ensuring its 
safe and quiet survival in the 
deep wilderness. 

FUN FACT 

The creature possesses a 
remarkably long tongue that 
can extend up to forty-five 
centimeters, allowing it to 
easily wash its own eyelids 
and ears. Furthermore, its 
unique white buttock stripes 
act as a visual follow-me 
signal, helping young calves 
follow their mothers through 
the dark forest undergrowth.

BREEDING SEASON 

Mating can occur during any month, though 
observations show a slight increase in reproductive 
activity during the late wet season. Following an 
exceptionally long gestation period of approximately 
four hundred and forty days, the female gives birth to a 
single calf deep within a secluded thicket. The mother 
keeps her newborn securely hidden for several weeks, 
visiting only to nurse it, until the young calf develops 
enough strength to follow her through the dense jungle 
terrain.
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