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Weight: 42 to 102 grams (males and females share similar weight ranges)
Body Measures: 22 to 25 cm in length with a wingspan up to 47 cm

Body temperature: 104°F and 109°F (40.0°C to 42.7°C)

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

This starling-sized passerine bird
possesses a sharp pointed beak
and a moderately long tail. The
adult male features a brilliant
golden-yellow body contrasting
sharply with jet-black wings and
tail feathers. Females and
juveniles exhibit a more subtle
plumage, showing greenish
upperparts and pale streak-
covered underparts that mimic the
shades of leaves.

SC. CLASSIFICATION

This colorful migratory bird
belongs to the Aves class, falls
under the Passeriformes order, and
is a member of the Oriolidae
family.

HABITAT

This elusive summer migrant
breeds primarily throughout the
temperate regions of Europe and
western Asia before flying south
for the winter. It settles in open
broadleaf woodlands, riverine
forests, old orchards, and large
parks. It systematically avoids
completely open landscapes,
requiring dense tree canopies to
stay protected while singing.

The species operates as a flexible
arboreal omnivore that searches
for food high up in the treetops.
Its primary diet consists of small
invertebrates like caterpillars,
beetles, and spiders plucked from
branches. During the summer and
autumn months, it heavily
supplements its intake by
consuming large quantities of
sweet wild fruits and berries.
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ORIOLE

Lifespan: : 8 to 10 years in the wild (rarely up to 14 years)

INTRODUCTION

The golden oriole arrives like a vivid splash of
tropical sunlight within the mature forests of
the Old World. Treasured for its stunning
coloration and melodious, flute-like whistle,
this extremely shy songbird stays hidden high
up in the dense canopy, challenging
birdwatchers with its secretive lifestyle while
enriching wild woodlands with its exotic beauty.
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FLOFAUNES

ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

This cautious and fiercely
private bird spends its active
hours deep inside the dense
summer foliage, rarely
descending to the ground. It
displays an exceptionally
alert, easily startled
temperament, relying on its
green and yellow camouflage
to completely vanish from
sight. While generally quiet
and non-confrontational,
individuals become incredibly
aggressive when defending
their nesting sites, swiftly
diving at intruding crows or
hawks to intimidate them.
They communicate using a
highly distinctive, liquid song
alongside harsh jay-like alarm
shrieks when danger
approaches.

FUN FACT

The nest of this creature is
carefully woven by the female
to resemble an intricate
hammock, hanging suspended
from a horizontal fork of thin
branches. Additionally, despite
the male's incredibly bright
yellow plumage, its color
blends so perfectly with
flickering sunlight filtering
through green leaves that it
remains nearly invisible to
onlookers below.
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BREEDING SEASON

Reproduction begins quickly after the spring migration
concludes, typically lasting from late May through July.
The female constructs her deep cup nest using woven
grass, bark strips, and cobwebs before laying a clutch of
three to five speckled white eggs. Both parents actively
participate in feeding the young larvae and protecting
the brood, which develops rapidly until the chicks are
fully ready to fly after just over two weeks.
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