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Weight: 90 to 145 kg (males are significantly larger and heavier than females)
Body Measures: 1.7 to 2.8 meters in height with a stride length up to 5 meters

Body temperature: between 101.3°F and 102.7°F (38.5°C to 39.3°C)

TAXONOMY & ANATOMY

As the largest living bird on Earth,
this flightless ratite features a long
bare neck, oversized eyes, and
powerful muscular legs. Adult
males display striking black
plumage with white wing tips,
while females possess dull grayish-
brown feathers. It is the only bird
possessing just two toes on each
foot, with one toe carrying a
formidable claw.

SC. CLASSIFICATION

This massive flightless bird
belongs to the Aves class, falls
under the Struthioniformes order,
and is a member of the
Struthionidae family.

HABITAT

This highly resilient bird thrives
across the arid and semi-arid
savannas, open grasslands, and
desert regions of sub-Saharan
Africa. It prefers flat, open
environments where its towering
height allows it to spot potential
predators from vast distances. It
avoids thick brush and dense
forests that would restrict its
running speed.

The species operates primarily as
a diurnal herbivore, feeding on
various plants, seeds, succulent
shrubs, roots, and wild fruits. To
aid in digesting tough fibrous
vegetation, it swallows smooth
pebbles and small stones that
grind food inside its gizzard. It will
also occasionally consume insects,
lizards, and small rodents when
vegetation is scarce.
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OSTRICH

Lifespan: : 30 to 40 years in the wild (up to 50 years in captivity)

INTRODUCTION

The ostrich reigns as the undisputed giant and
speed champion of the avian world. Incapable
of flight but gifted with the ability to outrun a
horse, this majestic nomad of the African
savanna combines ancient evolutionary traits
with bizarre survival adaptations, fascinating
researchers with its incredible strength, vision,
and resilience in Earth's harshest open
environments.
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FLOFAUNES

ETHOLOGY AND
TEMPERAMENT

This social bird lives in
nomadic groups consisting of
a dominant male, a chief
female, and several secondary
hens. It displays a cautious
but highly defensive
temperament, preferring to
run at incredible speeds when
threatened but capable of
delivering fatal kicks to
predators like lions if
cornered. They spend their
days foraging together, using
highly coordinated group
vigilance to keep the flock
safe.

FUN FACT

The eye of this creature is
larger than its entire brain,
measuring about five
centimeters in diameter to
provide exceptional panoramic
vision. Additionally, the old
myth that they bury their
heads in the sand is false;
they merely lie flat on the
ground and stretch their long
necks out to blend with the
terrain when hiding from
danger.
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BREEDING SEASON

Reproduction occurs mostly during the dry winter
months or early spring when territory boundaries are
fiercely established by mature males. The dominant
cock scrapes a large communal nest in the ground
where all hens lay their eggs, resulting in a single
massive clutch guarded primarily by the main pair. The
female incubates the eggs during the day due to her
camouflage, while the black-feathered male takes over
the night shift until the chicks hatch after six weeks.
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